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A WALK DOWN ACADEMY STREET

SPRING IS THE REAL BEGINNING OF THE YEAR. THERE IS THE PROMISE OF LIFE IN THE BUDS OF
FLOWERS, PLANTS AND TREES. THE TEMPERATURE WARMS AND THE ANIMALS COME OUT OF THEIR
WINTER HABITATS. THE LIGHT CHANGES. OH, HOW THE LIGHT CHANGES. THE THIN, WEAK LIGHT
OF WINTER IS GONE. THE LIGHT GAINS STRENGTH AND INTENSITY. THE SHADOWS BECOME DEEPER
AND MORE COMPACT. BEST OF ALL, THERE IS TIME TO ENJOY THIS FRESH LIGHT BEFORE THE HARSH
OVERHEAD LIGHT OF SUMMER ARRIVES.

SADLY, MANY PEOPLE ARE NOT AWARE OF THESE CHANGES. WE LIVE IN CLIMATE CONTROLLED ENVI-
RONMENTS YEAR ROUND. WE MOVE RAPIDLY FROM HOME TO CAR TO OFFICE SPEEDING THROUGH
THE WORLD IGNORING THE CHANGES ABOUT US. HAVING LOST CONTACT WITH NATURE WE DON’T
SEE THE CHANGES IN LIGHT AND SHADOW. IF WE CAN BREAK OUT OF THE MANUFACTURED ATMO-
SPHERES THAT DOMINATE OUR LIVES, WE WILL SEE AND FEEL THE BEAUTY THAT EXISTS AROUND US.

SOME WOULD HAVE US BELIEVE THAT BEAUTY CANNOT BE FOUND IN EVERYDAY PLACES. THAT THE
ONLY ROUTE TO BEAUTY ROAD IS THE LESS TRAVELED TO AN EXOTIC LOCATION. ONE DOES NOT
HAVE TO TAKE ROAD LESS TRAVELED. ONE MAY TAKE THE MORE TRAVELED ROAD, BUT AT A LEI-
SURELY PACE. INSTEAD OF DRIVING BY QUICKLY, WALK SLOWLY AND SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING IN
THE WORLD. A LIGHT POST BECOMES A SENTRY STANDING AT THE CHURCH STEPS. ROCKING CHAIRS
WAIT PATIENTLY FOR THEIR OCCUPANTS. LIGHT AND SHADOW MAKE A PORCH MORE THAN JUST WOOD.

COME WITH ME FOR A WALK DOWN ACADEMY STREET. SPRING IS THE REAL BEGINNING OF THE YEAR.
I'T MIGHT ALSO BE THE BEGINNING OF A NEW WAY OF SEEING THE WORLD AROUND YOU.
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A journey starts with a single step. The proverb recognized the difficulty in starting. We
all have thought about, planned, discussed and philosophized about how to do a project. That was
easy and fun. Getting started and doing the work was tough. It took considerable effort to overcome the
inertia of doing nothing. The first step on that journey was deciding what to photograph.

y first step was the discovery of Academy Street. It was one of the few streets in my

town that was resistant to the rapid change and homogenous development occurring in the sur-
rounding area. | liked the idea of a neighborhood resisting architectural trends by being anchored in
another era. It was an area | wanted to photograph.

Creating a group of photographs about a subject was not my usual approach to photo-raphy. Photo-
graphing on Academy Street led me to consider multiple photographs as a valid approach to por-
traying a subject. This new and different approach to photography challenged my previous way of think-
ing about photography. This approach was the start down a new photographic path for me.

he Walk Down Academy Street was the first step on a journey. It was an exploration of

a new place, and also an exploration of a new artistic approach. With any journey, the first steps
were slow and cautious. These photographs were the first steps in that new direction.
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Final Thoughts

For those interested in the technical provenance of these images, most of images were made with a
Conley 5 x 7 Camera. Sears, Roebuck and Company sold Conley Cameras around the turn of the
(Twentieth) Century. The lens was a Dagor of indeterminate age and uncertain pedigree. Winter Door
was made with a Wista Field 45 Camera. Ilvy on the Stairs, Morning on the Porch and The White
Fence were made with a 5 x 7 increasing back for the Wista Field 45 Camera. The film was Tri X or
TMAX 400 developed in D-23 (two bath variety).

All photographs except Ivy on the Stairs, Morning on the Porch and The White Fence were made on
Palladio paper. The others were made on hand coated Crane’s Platinotype paper. The images in this
electronic document were made from silver gelatin proof prints because of the difficulty in electroni-
cally reproducing the surface and texture of a platinum/palladium print.

These photographs were exhibited at the Page Walker Arts Center in Cary, North Carolina in 2001.
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