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“I Call Shotgun!”

The beginning of high school road trips was a 
homage to the hardy soul on the right of the 
stagecoach driver. “Shotgun” was named for the 
weapon he carried to protect the stagecoach 
strong box under his seat. The Driver was in 
charge, guided the stage and made the critical 
decisions on the route, the speed and when 
to rest the horses. “Shotgun” was along for the 
ride. 
As a modern day Shotgun, my job is to watch 
the countryside and let the driver guide 
our modern coach throughout the West. 
Sometimes the driver of the coach calls for a 
stop. I’m left in my seat, just wondering what 
is so wonderful. I look out the mirror and see 
objects much closer than they appear. 
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